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Scientia Prof Guy Marks

Guy is the lead investigator of CAR and is a respiratory physician and environmental
epidemiologist. His main research interests are in adverse health effects of exposure to air
pollution, chronic respiratory disease (asthma and COPD) and tuberculosis control. He is
Professor of Respiratory Medicine at UNSW, South Western Sydney Clinical School. He is
currently an NHMRC Senior Principal Research Fellow. He is head of the Respiratory and
Environmental Epidemiology group at the Woolcock Institute and an Honorary Professor at The
University of Sydney (Sydney Medical School). His other major roles include Editor-in-Chief
(lung diseases) of the International Journal of Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, Vice President of
the International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, Chair of the NSW TB Advisory
Committee, and Chair of the NSW Chief Health Officer’s Expert Advisory Committee on Air
Pollution. He also received an Achievement Award by the NHMRC in 2014 for being the topranked applicant for a Research Fellowship in that year.

Distinguished Prof Lidia Morawska

Lidia is a Distinguished Professor in the School of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, at the
Queensland University of Technology (QUT) in Brisbane, Australia; a chief investigator at CAR;
the Director of the International Laboratory for Air Quality and Health (ILAQH) at QUT, a World
Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating Centre on Air Quality and Health; a Co-Director in
Australia for the Australia – China Centre for Air Quality Science and Management (ACC-AQSM).
She conducts fundamental and applied research in the interdisciplinary field of air quality and
its impact on human health and the environment, with a specific focus on science of airborne
particulate matter. She is an author of over 950 journal papers, book chapters and conference
papers. She has also been involved at the executive level with a number of relevant national
and international professional bodies and has been acting as an advisor to the WHO.

Prof Leon Guo

Leon is a Professor in Environmental and Occupational Medicine, College of Medicine of the
National Taiwan University (NTU) and the NTU Hospital. His research interests have been on
acute and chronic health effects caused by environmental and occupational health agents such
as air pollutants, fungi and endocrine disrupting chemicals. He has led several nationwide
studies on environmental factors such as asthma and other atopic conditions. He has coauthored over 200 peer-reviewed journals.
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Ana Porta Cubas

Ana is the Translation and Knowledge Broker for CAR. Her role is to engage with and translate
the research findings of CAR to a wide variety of stakeholders. These include policy makers,
regulatory agencies and the wider public. Ana's background is in biomedical research, having
completed a Masters in breast cancer research. Subsequent to this she worked in government
agencies in the areas of science policy, program management and economic analysis. She is
also a freelance medical writer for the pharmaceutical industry.

Prof Fay Johnston

Fay is a public health physician and environmental epidemiologist who leads the Environmental
Health research group at the Menzies Research Institute and is a Specialist Medical Advisor in
Public and Environmental Health for the Tasmanian Department of Health and Human
Services. She is a Chief Investigator of CAR. Her program of research focuses on the health
impacts of smoke from bushfires and other types of biomass combustion and she contributes
to several international research collaborations in the area of landscape fires, biomass smoke
and health.

Prof Graeme Zosky

Graeme is a biomedical researcher and Deputy Director of the Menzies School of Medical
Research. He is a Chief Investigator of CAR. Graeme is an expert on lung structure-function
relationships and the development of novel techniques for the assessment of lung mechanics.
His current research program is focused on the role of environmental exposures in
determining lung growth and how this impacts on health and disease. He is also passionate
about the impact of environmental exposures on health outcomes in disadvantaged
populations.

Dr Martine Dennekamp
Martine Dennekamp is the Deputy Chief Environmental Scientist at the Environment Protection
Authority (EPA) Victoria. Prior to joining the EPA she was working at Monash University in the
Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine for 12 years. The majority of her
publications and grants are in the area of air pollution and human health. At EPA, Martine
provides advice on risks to environmental public health. She also leads the development of
environmental public health projects to address gaps in knowledge in Victoria and provides the
information needed to develop evidence-based policies. In addition, her unit is setting up an
environmental health tracking network that will display of up-to-date evidence-based
information about the impacts on public health from pollution and waste.
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Angela Cartwright
Angela is a public affairs specialist with a background in public policy, advocacy and
communications. She currently manages policy and advocacy at Asthma Australia, focusing on
health policy and the health impacts of air pollution and climate change. She has worked in the
not-for-profit, government and corporate sectors, focusing on health and consumer issues.
Angela holds undergraduate qualifications in communications and international studies,
postgraduate qualifications in legal studies and is undertaking a Master of Public Health.

Prof Jane Heyworth

Jane is an environmental epidemiologist with over 30 years experience in environmental health
research, policy and practice. She is currently Deputy Head of the School of Population Health,
Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences and is a Chief Investigator of CAR. Jane's
specific research interests are in environmental causes of chronic illness and water quality and
health.

Prof Shyamali Dharmage

Shyamali is the Head of the Allergy and Lung Health Unit in the University of Melbourne and
leads a large team of doctoral students and research fellows. She is also a Chief Investigator of
CAR. Her Unit leads two of the world’s key longitudinal studies in allergies – the Tasmanian
Longitudinal Health Study and Melbourne Atopy Family Cohort Study, PEBBLES - RCT on
prevention of allergies and Australian arm of the RHINESSA international study. She is also a
co-investigator of other key national and international studies in allergies and lung health
including the European Union funded ALEC. She is a collaborator in the European Community
Respiratory Health Survey that is being conducted in 28 countries and is the co-chair of the
Early Life Risk Factors Working Group within this international study.

Prof Michael Abramson

Michael is Professor of Clinical Epidemiology in the School of Public Health and Preventive
Medicine and an honorary medical officer in Respiratory Medicine at the Alfred Hospital in
Melbourne. He is also a Chief Investigator of CAR. His current research program covers the
epidemiology of asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and idiopathic pulmonary
fibrosis, including genetic and environmental risk factors such as smoking, air pollution and
occupation, and the role of spirometry in managing these conditions. Michael is also principal
investigator of the Hazelwood Health Study which aims to understand the long term health
impacts of the Morwell open cut fire mine adjacent to the Hazelwood power station in 2014.
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Prof Jo Douglass

Jo Douglass is a specialist physician who trained in Respiratory Medicine and in Allergy and
Clinical Immunology in Australia and the UK. She currently holds appointments as the James
Stewart Professor of Medicine in the Department of Medicine, University of Melbourne and
also is Director of Research at the Royal Melbourne Hospital.
Between 2012 to 2019 she was the head of the Department of Immunology and Allergy at the
Royal Melbourne Hospital. She graduated from Monash University and holds an MD by
research with over 100 academic publications and current research projects in asthma and
immune disorders, especially epidemic thunderstorm asthma and the genomics of primary
immune deficiencies.

Dr Rachel Tham

Rachel Tham is a CAR Postdoctoral Research Fellow (in Translational Science) based at the
School of Population and Global Health and the Department of Medicine at the University of
Melbourne. Rachel was a CAR PhD scholar from 2013-2017 while she researched the combined
role of outdoor fungal spores, air pollution and human rhinovirus infection on severe asthma
and lung function. Rachel’s current CAR project will focus on translating air pollution research
to assist in informing public policy and future research areas. Her interest in the impact of
aeroallergens (fungal spores and pollen) on health is continuing as she is concurrently
undertaking research on epidemic thunderstorm asthma.

A/Prof Euan Tovey

Euan Tovey has focused his research on allergy research, particularly the house dust mite. He
has worked on measurements of aeroallergens, investigated personal exposure to allergens
and ways to minimise these. He has also investigated the role of viruses in asthma
exacerbations and how these viruses are transmitted. He was a senior research fellow of the
NHMRC. He has been inducted into the Asthma NSW Hall of Fame. His inquisitive and
innovative mind is evident by his long list of patents. He invented many novel mechanisms and
devices which he also followed through with development.

Dr Amanda Wheeler

Amanda is a Senior Research Fellow in the Behaviour, Environment and Cognition Research
program based at the Mary MacKillop Institute for Health Research, Australian Catholic
University. She is part of the team investigating the effects of the built environment, air
pollution and noise on the cognitive health of older adults. Her other research interests include
evaluating interventions to improve indoor air quality that is impacted by biomass smoke. Her
published research interests include personal exposures to air pollution from residential and
ambient sources, tracking activity patterns, and understanding the intra-urban variability of air
pollutants using GIS tools and developing Land Use Regression (LUR) models. She has
experience with a range of environmental pollutants including particulate matter, volatile
organic compounds, phthalates and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. She is also an Honorary
Fellow at the University of Tasmania and The University of Melbourne.

www.car-cre.org.au

CAR Symposium
25 & 26th May

Speakers
Prof Bin Jalaludin

Bin Jalaludin (Jal) was the Director, Epidemiology, Healthy People and Places Unit, South
Western Sydney Local Health District (SWSLHD). He is also a Chief Investigator of CAR. He is a
conjoint professor at the School of Public Health and Community Medicine, UNSW, an
Honorary Senior Research Fellow (Air Pollution) at the Woolcock Institute of Medical Research,
Sydney University, and Research Leader, Population Health and Health Services Stream,
Ingham Institute of Applied Medical Research.

Dr Martin Cope

Martin is a principal research scientist based in the Ocean and Atmosphere Flagship in CSIRO.
His areas of research include the relationship between climate change and air quality;
simulating the sources and sinks of particle formation in urban and rural environments; the
impact of alternative motor vehicle fuels on urban air quality and the burden of disease; the
relationship between intra-urban pollution sources, population exposure and health impacts
and investigating the transport and production of secondary inorganic and organic aerosols.

Dr Ivan Hanigan
Ivan is a Senior Lecturer in Climate Change and Health Director at the WHO Collaborating
Centre for Environmental Health Impact Assessment, Curtin University. He is a multidisciplinary
data manager and analyst with more than 15 years' experience at seven Australian universities
and the CSIRO, especially the ANU. Ivan’s current research focuses on the health impacts of
socioeconomic disadvantage, air pollution and extreme weather events (e.g. drought and
bushfires). In 2016 he completed a PhD at the ANU National Centre for Epidemiology and
Population Health. Until 2013 he worked closely with Tony McMichael's Climate Change and
Health program at ANU. In 2014/15 he led the development of the data portal for the Long
Term Ecological Research Network.

A/Prof Geoff Morgan

Geoff is Associate Professor of Environmental Epidemiology with the University of Sydney,
Australia, and has more than 25 years' experience in epidemiological research, as well as
environmental health policy and education. He is also a Chief Investigator of CAR. He
specialises in the use of spatial epidemiological techniques to investigate environmental health
risks with a focus on the health risks due to air pollution. The results of his research have been
translated into environmental health policy and he has authored commissioned air pollution
and health reports for Australian state and commonwealth agencies. His current work includes
epidemiological studies into the effects of long-term exposure to air pollution on health,
studies of the effects of fire smoke exposure on health in Sydney, and health impact
assessments of air pollution including source specific emissions.
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